
SENIOR SCHOOL 
PR OSPECTUS

ACHIEVING ALL-ROUND EXCELLENCE



Situated in an idyllic location within 
well over 200 acres of beautiful 
parkland, overlooking the World 
Heritage City of Bath, Kingswood 
School is certainly a very special 
place. With a commitment to provide 
the very best in all-round education 
to every boy and girl, Kingswood is 
a modern and dynamic boarding and 
day school with a proud history. Firmly 
based on the Christian principles of its 
founder, John Wesley, Kingswood is 
a school of high academic standards 

THERE IS MUCH WHICH 
MAKES KINGSWOOD 

DISTINCTIVE, YET IT IS 
PERHAPS THE QUALITY OF 

THE RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN 
THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

WHICH IMPRESSES  
VISITORS MOST. 

where all pupils are encouraged to 
discover a real enthusiasm for learning 
and a spirit of enquiry, whilst also 
benefiting from a community which 
nurtures pupils as individuals, offers 
a staggering range of extra-curricular 
opportunities and promotes the 
importance of shared values. 

There is much which makes 
Kingswood distinctive, yet it is 
perhaps the quality of the relationships 
within the school community which 
impresses visitors most, together 
with the understated way in which the 
pupils take their many successes in 
their stride. 

I would be delighted to welcome 
you to Kingswood so that you can 
experience something of this very 
special atmosphere for yourself. 

Simon Morris 
Headmaster & Principal of  
The Kingswood Foundation

A MESSAGE FROM  
THE HEADMASTER

EDUCATION IS NOT 

ULTIMATELY ABOUT 

WHAT YOU KNOW OR 

DO, BUT WHAT KIND OF 

PERSON YOU BECOME 

AND HOW YOU INTEND 

TO SHAPE THE WORLD 

AROUND YOU. 
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Pupils transfer to Kingswood School at 
the age of eleven, both from our own 
Preparatory School and from many 
other local, national and international 
schools. We also have significant 
numbers of pupils joining us at 13+ 
and in the Sixth Form.

At Kingswood we have the 
highest aspirations for all our 
pupils. Intellectual achievement is 

A KINGSWOOD 
EDUCATION

highly valued, whilst the pursuit of 
excellence in other fields is central to 
the School’s commitment to provide 
the very best in all-round education. 
At the core of a Kingswood education 
is our belief that every individual has 
talents to be discovered and nurtured 
and that our challenge is to develop 
these whilst ensuring our pupils 
are fully prepared for their future 
beyond school. It is often said that 

a successful school can be judged 
by the type of people students have 
become when they leave the school. 
It is immensely rewarding therefore 
that Kingswood’s leavers are seen as 
being young people who recognise 
their responsibility to society and to 
each other, who are self-confident but 
show a suitable sense of humility and 
who look to the future with a sense of 
both excitement and ambition. 

“DO ALL THE GOOD YOU 
CAN, BY ALL THE MEANS 

YOU CAN, IN ALL THE 
WAYS YOU CAN, IN ALL 

THE PLACES YOU CAN, AT 
ALL THE TIMES YOU CAN, 
TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU 
CAN, AS LONG AS EVER 

YOU CAN.”
JOHN WESLEY
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BOARDING & DAY
Kingswood is fortunate in being both a 
thriving boarding and day school. The 
ethos of the School is very much that 
of a boarding school with a wide range 
of opportunities available to all pupils 
both during the school week and at 
weekends. Boarders benefit from 
the advantages which having such 

strong links with the local community 
bring, whilst day pupils benefit from 
the exceptional pastoral care and 
extensive activity programme which 
the boarding community is able to 
provide. All pupils are fortunate to be 
educated in an environment which 
enables friendships to be formed 

with other young people from the 
local area, from elsewhere in the 
country and from abroad. This is one 
of Kingswood’s greatest strengths; 
pupils at Kingswood are impressively 
tolerant and understanding, and have 
a perspective which goes well beyond 
the walls of the School. 

THERE IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OUR STUDENTS TO ENJOY AND LEARN FROM 

THE CULTURAL AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY THAT EXISTS AT KINGSWOOD. IT WILL BE 

THESE FRIENDSHIPS AND RELATIONSHIPS THAT WILL STAY WITH OUR PUPILS FOR 

THE REST OF THEIR LIVES. 

THE ETHOS OF THE  
SCHOOL IS VERY MUCH 
THAT OF A BOARDING 
SCHOOL WITH A WIDE 

RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE TO ALL PUPILS 

BOTH DURING THE 
SCHOOL WEEK AND AT 

WEEKENDS. 
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THE STRENGTH OF THE WESTWOOD 

COMMUNITY ENCOURAGES PUPILS IN 

THEIR EARLY YEARS IN THE SCHOOL TO 

APPRECIATE THE BENEFITS OF SHARED 

VALUES AND A SENSE OF TEAMWORK. 
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11+ ENTRY TO 
KINGSWOOD
Pupils joining the School in Year 7 
from either our own Prep School 
or other primary schools enter 
‘Westwood House’, a co-educational 
day and boarding house, where they 
remain until the end of Year 8 under 
the care of a specialist team of house 
staff and tutors. An integral part of the 
School, but also a thriving community 
in its own right, this special 
‘junior’ house provides the perfect 
introduction to Senior School life. 

An emphasis on high quality pastoral 
care, alongside a broad and balanced 

curriculum and a wide range of extra-
curricular opportunities, ensure these 
important early years of secondary 
education are fun and exciting as well 
as challenging and formative. The 
strength of the Westwood community 
encourages pupils in their early 
years in the School to appreciate the 
benefits of shared values and a sense 
of teamwork, to set high personal 
standards in everything they do and to 
have the confidence at the end of Year 
8 to move happily and purposefully 
into one of our senior houses.

“ALTHOUGH I WAS THE 
ONLY PERSON COMING 
TO KINGSWOOD FROM 
MY JUNIOR SCHOOL, I 
IMMEDIATELY FELT AT 

HOME HERE. EVERYONE IS 
SO FRIENDLY AND THERE’S 

ALWAYS SOMEONE TO HELP 
YOU WHEN YOU NEED IT.”

YEAR 7 PUPIL
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In Year 9, our six senior houses 
welcome a significant number of 
new pupils from a variety of local, 
national and international preparatory 
schools who join those moving up 
from Westwood House. Strong 
pastoral care remains at the very 
heart of our commitment to nurture 
individual development. Whilst 
greater independence is actively 
encouraged, personal tutors and 
experienced senior house staff 
continue to offer personal support to 
each pupil. Development of all-round 
talent is central to the middle years; 

13+ THE MIDDLE YEARS
alongside a challenging curriculum, a 
host of extra-curricular and leadership 
activities ensure each pupil is offered 
the opportunity to develop as a whole 
person. Breadth remains an important 
feature of the curriculum in the 
middle years, with a core curriculum 
enhanced by an element of choice 
which encourages each individual 
to develop particular strengths and 
interests. 

Whilst there is appropriate emphasis 
on achieving the highest grades at 
GCSE, the curriculum is not limited 

simply to fulfilling examination 
requirements. In seeking to instil 
a love of learning and a spirit of 
enquiry in every pupil, teachers are 
encouraged to explore broader areas 
of study and help pupils develop 
habits of independent learning. 
Academic societies add further 
breadth of understanding as pupils are 
prepared for the greater specialisation 
of Sixth Form study. 

 “I WAS A BIT WORRIED 
ABOUT JOINING YEAR 9 AS I 

HADN’T BEEN IN WESTWOOD 
LIKE SOME OF THE OTHER 

PUPILS, BUT WHEN I ARRIVED 
AND WE WENT STRAIGHT TO 
OUR SENIOR HOUSE, I MADE 
FRIENDS REALLY QUICKLY.” 

YEAR 10 PUPIL

IN SEEKING TO INSTIL A LOVE 

OF LEARNING AND A SPIRIT 

OF ENQUIRY IN EVERY PUPIL, 

TEACHERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

EXPLORE BROADER AREAS OF STUDY 

AND HELP PUPILS DEVELOP HABITS 

OF INDEPENDENT LEARNING. 
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The Sixth Form years at Kingswood 
offer a rich and distinctive educational 
experience. Opportunities abound 
to develop academic strengths, 
to broaden personal interests and 
to prepare for the challenges and 
excitement of life beyond Kingswood. 
With an impressively diverse intake 
of new students joining those already 
at Kingswood, the Sixth Form has a 
very special atmosphere and in its 
positive ethos and encouragement to 
be involved very much sets the tone 
for the whole school. 

The Dixon Centre, where each Sixth 
Former has a dedicated study area, 
provides a central focus for Sixth 
Form life. Small group teaching, 
personalised university entrance 
and careers advice, and numerous 
opportunities to take on significant 

THE SIXTH 
FORM

leadership roles are all strong features 
of Sixth Form life at Kingswood. 
Students enjoy particularly friendly 
and supportive relationships with each 
other and with staff; indeed, the ease 
of relationships is often quoted as one 
of the Sixth Form’s most significant 
strengths. 

For all the breadth of opportunity the 
Sixth Form provides, the outstanding 
academic results and the superb 
record of entrance to top universities, 
it is the quality of the sixth formers 
themselves which makes Kingswood 
so distinctive. Sixth formers at 
Kingswood may have a natural 
confidence and ambition, but they 
also have a sense of direction and 
belonging, an understanding of their 
responsibilities and an interest beyond 
themselves. 

“THE SIXTH FORM  
WAS AMAZING - THE 

ATMOSPHERE WAS REALLY 
FRIENDLY AND IT’S BEEN 

GREAT TO STUDY IN GREATER 
DEPTH THE SUBJECTS 

THAT I’M INTERESTED IN. IT 
WAS CERTAINLY THE RIGHT 

CHOICE FOR ME.”
UPPER SIXTH LEAVER
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Kingswood is all about nurturing young 
people as individuals. In encouraging 
our pupils to believe in themselves, in 
helping them to discover new talents 
and in supporting them to achieve the 
very highest standards in everything 
they do, our central focus will always 
be on what is best for the individual.

Our curriculum is flexible enough to 
respond to individual needs, whilst 
a thriving programme for gifted and 
talented students ensures the very 
able are challenged well beyond the 
confines of the examination syllabus. 
Learning support features strongly in 

the academic programme, ensuring 
that every pupil receives the right type 
of study support to match his or her 
individual requirements.

Our commitment to nurturing 
individual talent extends well 
beyond the classroom. Kingswood’s 
renowned excellence in areas such as 
sport, music, drama and art is firmly 
rooted in an inclusive philosophy 
which encourages all to be involved, 
whilst ensuring that each pupil is 
viewed as an individual and helped to 
develop accordingly. 

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

KINGSWOOD IS A 
WELCOMING, INCLUSIVE 

COMMUNITY IN 
WHICH STUDENTS 
ARE CHALLENGED 
TO DEVELOP THEIR 

OWN TALENTS WHILE 
ENCOURAGING OTHERS 

TO DO THE SAME. 

THE STANDARD OF PASTORAL CARE AND PUPILS’ 

ACHIEVEMENT ARE EXCELLENT. PUPILS DEVELOP A 

STRONG SENSE OF MORAL PURPOSE, A RESPECT FOR 

OTHERS’ BELIEFS, AND A WILLINGNESS TO HELP 

THOSE LESS FORTUNATE THAN THEMSELVES. 
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OUR NURTURING CURRICULUM 

IS ENHANCED BY AN EXCITING 

PROGRAMME OF OVER 100  

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. 
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TEAM 
BUILDING
The sense of community, which is 
immediately apparent to visitors to 
Kingswood, is a defining feature of 
the School. Pupils are encouraged 
to look beyond themselves and 
appreciate their responsibilities both 
to the Kingswood community and 
to the world beyond school. Regular 
assemblies and chapel services 
provide both an opportunity to engage 
with broader issues as well as an 
opportunity to appreciate the values 
and strengths of the community. 

Teamwork is a central feature of many 
areas of school life. Stunning theatrical 
productions, high quality music 
concerts, a rich diversity of sporting 
fixtures and a strong commitment to 
outdoor pursuits are part of everyday 
life at Kingswood. Fundraising for 
charities at home and abroad is 
central to the School’s core aims, 

whilst strong links both with our local 
community and with other schools 
further afield ensure an outward 
looking perspective. 

Kingswood encourages a sense 
of service in its students and, 
through this, a real understanding of 
leadership. All pupils are encouraged 
to see themselves as leaders, to take 
responsibility both for themselves 
and for others and to recognise 
the value in working together. A 
strong prefect system at all levels 
offers opportunities to develop 
leadership and teambuilding skills. 
A great emphasis is placed on 
team leadership, as we recognise 
in our young people the leaders 
of tomorrow and we see it as our 
task to help prepare them for the 
exciting challenges their lives beyond 
Kingswood will bring. 

WE ARE PROUD  
OF THE TEAMWORK 

OUR STUDENTS SHOW 
IN THEIR CONSISTENT 
EAGERNESS TO RAISE 

MONEY FOR CHARITIES 
LOCALLY, NATIONALLY AND 

INTERNATIONALLY. 

W W W. K I N G S W O O D . B A T H . S C H . U K 15



Whilst our local families already 
appreciate the beautiful place in which 
they live, we cannot complete this 
prospectus without highlighting how 
fortunate we are at Kingswood in 
being within walking distance of such 
a renowned World Heritage City. 

Bath takes its name from the perfectly 
preserved Roman Baths which are 
visited not only for their historic value, 
but also the natural hot mineral water 
springs that are still evident and even 
available to be enjoyed within the 
Thermae Spa in the heart of the City. 
Bath is certainly regarded as one of 
the loveliest places in the world. 

Whether it is the magnificent 
eighteenth century Georgian 
architecture, the landscaped gardens 
and parks, the fine art galleries 
and museums or the vibrant and 
cosmopolitan shopping centre with 
a plethora of cafés and restaurants 

A REMARKABLE 
LOCATION

- there is something for everyone and 
it is compact and safe enough to walk 
everywhere. 

Our boarding pupils have the 
opportunity to spend time enjoying 
the City at weekends within their 
friendship groups and benefit from 
the many cultural events that take 
place, including the Bath Mozartfest in 
November, the Bath Literature Festival 
in March and the Bath International 
Music Festival in May - a particular 
feature in the School calendar 
involving many of our musicians who 
are regularly invited to take part in the 
opening ceremony. 

As well as offering a rich variety of 
activities, Bath is surrounded by 
beautiful countryside and is extremely 
accessible to many other famous 
places including Oxford, Stratford on 
Avon and, of course, London, which is 
only 90 minutes away. 

BATH IS A LIVELY, 
THRIVING CITY WHERE 
ANCIENT HISTORY AND 
GEORGIAN ELEGANCE 

SIT COMFORTABLY 
ALONGSIDE A DECIDEDLY 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
COSMOPOLITAN BUZZ. 

KINGSWOOD’S 218 ACRES OF BEAUTIFUL LAND 

IS WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE OF THE WORLD 

HERITAGE CITY OF BATH. 
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Kingswood Senior School
Lansdown Road • Bath • BA1 5RG • UK 

Admissions 
T: 01225 734210 • E: admissions@kingswood.bath.sch.uk

www.kingswood.bath.sch.uk


